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To introduce a personality like Dr. Said
Sharif Hossainy, you have to know enough
about two major areas

1- LOVE FOR AFGHANISTAN.

2- TECHNICAL AND HISTORICAL DEPTH OF
AFGHAN ARCHITECTURE.

When | first joined the ministry of Urban T T YT we - ..
Development as minister in 2002, out of 320 - e ——

members of my ministry staff only 48 were
Architects and engineers (Today one of the
average size projects in the same ministry has
745 engineers and architect). With this limited

number of technical staff, the ministry was

responsible for the study survey and design of
all proposed project by 80% of the Ministries at the time. The only immediate solution was to hire high
level experienced advisors in these fields.

The first team of Afghan technical advisor which was requested by me and approved by the cabinet was
five Town-planers, Architects and Engineers. Dr. Jalalzada. Dr. Sharif Hossainy, Dr. Basharyar, and two
younger advisors were among them. It took me about three four months to be introduced to the depth
of their education and field experiences. Among them the top most two persons, Dr. Jalalzada and Dr.
Sharif Hossainy were proposed to be my Deputy Ministers so to have enough administrative authority to
implement the programs.

Dr. Said Sharif Hossainy was one of the most active members of my senior staff. One of his big problems
was his deep love for his home, Afghanistan. In fact, later it became a practice among us, in order to
make Dr. Hossainy to CRY and weep, we will be repeating the words (DEAR AFGHANISTAN) a couple of
times in his presence.

He was indeed an expert with wide field experience in areas of Afghan historical and modern
Architecture.

The biggest challenge in the field of Architecture was the New Parliament Complex project. The Indian
government agreed to design and build this important national monument. Definitely, Dr. Hossainy was
asked to coordinate this national project from the Afghan government side. Since we had requested the
Indian design team to try to respect the Historical Architecture of Afghanistan in the design of the new
Parliamentarian Complex. To our surprise, the Indian design was more like a big Afghan mosque, which
was not answering our requested needs; moreover, the functional areas were very limited and short
lived. We were to plan for a parliament to answer our total needs at least for 70-100 years. Therefore,
we asked the Indian government that Dr. Hossainy shall design and prepare full details of this important
national complex. | do not need to stress the fact HOW MUCH A BEAUTIFUL



AND REPRESENTATIVE OF AFGHAN CULTURAL HISTORY DESIGN WAS CREATED BY HOSSAINY. Because
of his love for Afghan History and the beauty of this complex, he would CRY out with full happiness
when we would mention the project.

As a friend of Dr. Hossainy, and a person who was involved in the coordination of this project at the
highest levels, | am proud of such an important achievement. Although, it is now more than three years
that he is not in Afghanistan and does not have official responsibilities, but from his home address in
Vancouver, Canada, he is in touch and in contact with all the details of these projects. Although,
administrative complex and the residential phase of the Parliament is still not completed and the total
environmental details are in progress, Dr. Hossainy due to his love for his country, after more than ten
years, he is directly involved in the details of the project.

Among the many important projects representing Afghan Culture and history is the Dar-al-Aman Palace.
Dr. Hossainy, As a Member board of Director of the Society of Afghan Architect and Engineer (SAAE) to
prepare the details, working system of classic restorations and having more patience for slow but best
possible level of Historical Restorations.

The study and design details of this project started four years back which field coordinated by another
YOUNG Architect was also named Hussein.

Unfortunately, after the departure of Dr. said Sharif Hossainy, the young Hussini was also transferred
and the project was left without an expert to coordinate. | am extremely worried that this very
important historical Palace will lose its historical quality status due to absence of attention to the
HISTORICAL STATUS of this important Palace.

If that mistake happens, Dr. Said Sharif Hossainy will be CRYING again, but unfortunately, this time the
CRYING is not out of emotional happiness, but it's because of WASTE OF AFGHAN HISTORICAL
MONUMENTS.

As a friend and as a person who was interested in Afghan Cultural Architecture, | would like to thank Dr.
Said Sharif Hossainy for all his MOST technical works in the field of Afghan Architecture and Urban
Development.

| am sincerely asking him to spend the remaining years of his valuable life heading special TRAINING
PROGRAMS in areas of Architecture and Urban Development for the Young generation of Afghan
Engineers.

WITH MY DEEPEST RESPECT AND BEST WISHES,
Ministerial Palace

Senior Adviser to the President of Afghanistan on Construction, Mines, Water & Energy
Minister of Urban Development, (2002-2003, 2005-2010)

Mohammad Yousef Pashtun
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they immigrated to Canada. While living in Canada he worked with several architectural firms on multiple projects.
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From April 2003 the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) Asia Branch sent Dr. as the Technical
Assistant and Senior Advisor to Minister of Urban Development (MoUD) of Afghanistan. He started some
architectural design programs to build the human technical capacity at the ministry. His contributions regarding
the architectural staff created a higher speed and quality in the completion of projects at MoUD. After the
completion of his contract with CIDA, he worked as a Deputy Minister of Urban Development and continued his
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and designed the Program for the Project of the New Afghanistan Parliament Complex. Dr. Hossainy has made
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Germany and Canada, these trips were valuable for the project and construction. After his retirement in 2010, he
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He has also published several articles on architecture in Dari and English. Dr. Hossainy has been married to Mrs.
Parwin Waleh for 36 years and has two children.



The New Parliament Complex of the Islamic republic of Afghanistan

Author Dr. Said Sharif Hossainy, Former Deputy Minister, Senior Advisor Ministry of Urban
Development, Creator of the program and responsible for the design and construction of the new
parliament complex of Afghanistan.

My esteemed readers know that the renovation of the old parliament building was completed and
officially inaugurated on 19" December 2005 (28-09-1384 HS) by H.E. Former President of the country
Hamid Karzai. This was a happy occasion for our beloved country because the Parliament started to
work again after decades of war.

The renovated old parliament building was not able to accommodate both the upper and lower houses
of the parliament. The accommodations were insufficient, especially for the joint session of both houses
for the President’s speeches. Therefore the Government of Afghanistan decided to construct a new
parliament building complex for the parliament. As a result of discussions with the Indian Government,
they agreed to provide assistance for the design and construction of the new Afghan parliament
complex.



Main Elevation - The New Afghan Parliament

For this purpose the author undertook the responsibility for the preparation of the building’s Program of
requirement (Space Rquirements) in both Dari and English. This task was completed with the grace of
God on 03 January 2005 (14-10 -1384 HS). The program was officially sent to the Afghanistan's
national archives and to be kept as a historic document.

The program of requirements was given to the visiting Indian team of architect and engineers. It was
decided that preliminary architectural drawings would be prepared accordingly.

The Program was prepared by keeping the present and future needs at sight.

For example, provision for 360 members of the Lower House (Wolsi Jirga) was made against the present
requirement for 249 members and for the Upper House (Meshrano Jirga) provision for 120 members
was made against the present requirement for 102 members in anticipation rise of population in the
future.

The main building of New Afghanistan Parliament is briefly explained below.

(1) Block-A: Plenary hall, Lower House which can accommodate 360 members. This hall can also be
used for joint sessions of the parliament for the President and visiting dignitaries. A room for the
President and foreign dignitaries has been provided which can be accessed through a separate special
entry. The layout of the house has been laid out in a half-circle with enough space so every member can
move individually from their seat without causing any disturbance to others.



Ground Floor Priliminary design by Indian Architects

First Floor Priliminary Design by Indian Architects

The seats of the parliament members have
Amphitheater arrangement. A 1.5 meter high Dais,
has been provided facing the hall to accommodate
the Honorable Speaker’s chair so that he can have a
full view of all the members in the house. All the
members of the house can also view the speaker.
Seating arrangements for the speaker’s staff have
been made in the front of the speaker’s chair at a
lower elevation.

The greatest dome in the region has a diameter of

22 meters and its height from the roof level reaches
15 meters. A large crystal chandelier will be provided
in the central position of the hall. It will provide
diffused light without any glare to the occupants of
the house, so there will be no cause for emotional
fatigue for the audience. | should point out that
because of the great dome, | Dr. S.S. Hossainy
suggested a custom designed chandelier 10 meters in
diameter and 11 meters in height with a weight of
2400 kg. This weight has already been calculated in
the design of the dome. The proposed chandelier
would fill the enormous void, and give the celling of

the plenary hall a special aesthetic impression. Purchase and installation of the crystal chandelier has

been postponed at present.

Preliminary Elevations by Indian Architects



The plenary hall is equipped with the latest
technology, CCTV (closed circuit television), ICT
(Information and Communication Technologies),
microphones and video cameras are provided for
clear communication and visibility. The image of
members participating in house debate, are being
projected on a screen. Sound and acoustics are
important and have been taken in to consideration in
the design.

Because time management is essential for discussion
in the houses, microphones have preset cut off timers
and will automatically switch off at the end of the set
time. An electronic voting system is set in the Upper
House and Lower House.

Around the inner corridor in both houses there are
offices for the speaker, chairman, deputies, secretary
general as well as lounges. On both sides of the
plenary hall in both houses, there are galleries for
cabinet and ambassadors on the first floor and press
and translation galleries on the second floor. In
addition there are also galleries for visitors on the
second floor.

Two prayer halls are provided in the basement of
(Block- A) for ladies and gentlemen. Parliamentarians
can access the mosque using elevators or stairs in

Ground Floor Revisided by Dr. Said Sharif Hossainy
and Dipl. Arch. Nabi Neda

First Floor Revisided by Dr. Said Sharif Hossainy
and Dipl. Arch. Nabi Neda

Blocks -B and D. Restrooms and wash areas have been provided near the prayer halls.

The central portion with eight Doric style columns and skylight were designed by Dr. Said Sharif Hossainy and Dipl. Arch. Nabi Neda

(2) Block- B: Surrounding the central hall (Lobby) on the ground floor there is a reference library, a

computer room, press conference for both houses and dining hall for members of the Upper House. On
the mezzanine floor there are lounges, a dining hall for members of the Lower House. Separate kitchens
for both Houses are located on the ground floor and on the mezzanine floor. On the first floor there are



13 committee rooms. The ceiling of the central hall is covered by a sky light which provides adequate
day light for all three floors.

(3) Block-C: This is a great ceremonial hall of 1000 square meters to be used for gatherings. It is
connected to the main entrance. The initial area planned was less but subsequently increased from 600
to 1000 square meters at the initiative of Dr. Hossainy and architect Nabi Neda. On the second floor
there are 5 committee rooms. A large three stepped fountain is provided at the center of the hall.

A sky light made of glass and stainless steel has been installed to provide natural lighting and offer a
modern look. There are also eight Doric style columns which have been proudly designed by the author
Dr. S.S.Hossainy and Dipl. architect Nabi Neda and added to the structure. These 15 meter high Doric
style columns have added elegance and have also enhanced the appearance of the building’s main
entrance. Two auxiliary entrances are located in the ceremonial hall, one in the south west, the other in
the south east. This entrance provides a handicap ramp which is designed by author.

(4) Block —D: The Upper House can accommodate 120 senators. All facilities provided in the Lower
House are also provided in the Upper House.

It is pertinent to mention here that the main parliament building was in a low lying area. The author Dr.
S.S. Hossainy strongly recommended that the building be raised 6 meters off the ground, so that the
height of the parliament building can be comparable to the existing Dar-ul-Aman palace.

As | mentioned before the parliament building has been divided into four parts: Block A, Block B, Block C
and Block D. Each part except Block C has projected staircases beyond the building envelope giving a
regal view similar to Afghan forts towers. This is in vogue in Afghanistan and forms a part of Afghan
culture. This monument’s dome, windows and eight towers creates an Islamic- Afghan architectural
style.

An additional eight fire escape doors as well as staircase from the ground floor to the basement in the
Block-B have been added to the working drawings by the author Dr. S.S. Hossainy.

Service Block: A service block is part of the parliament complex. Provision has been made an HVAC
system (Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning) to keep the building heated in winter and cooled in
summer. (chiller system), all outside widows are double glazed to save the energy. An electrical sub-
station is also provided in the service block. The parliament complex is equipped with a water supply
and a sewage system. A covered parking lot is also provided in this service block for VIPs.

Reception building: An ample separate reception building is located in the east part of the Parliament
complex for clientele and visitors.

Two open parking lots for more than 600 vehicles are provided in the eastern and southwestern area.

It is worth to mention that this magnificent and splendored monument has 33000 square meters, 8000
square meters of white marble from the Chishti Sharif District in Herat province used on the elevations
of the building.



1

Plenary Hall - Lower House Plan

2

Plenary Hall - Main entrance and second floor visitor’s gallery

3
Planetary Hall view
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Upper House Plan

2

Upper House second floor visitor’s gallery

3

Upper House Hall view
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1

The Ceiling of the ceremonial hall is
covered by a skylight made of glass and
stainless steel

2
The ceremonial hall with fountain




1

| The Ceiling of the central hall in Block -B
covered by a sky light provides adequate day
light for all three floors

2
Detail shows ground floor, mezzanine floor
and first floor of Block - B
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The dome is cladded with durable copper
sheeting. This will produce various aesthetic
effects throughout the different seasons. The
copper cladded dome was included at Dr. S.S.
Hossainy’s insistence.

At the author’s insistence the building has 12
OTIS made elevators. Two elevators were
added on both sides of the main entrance to
provide access for physically challenged people
up to the ceremonial hall floor level.

Landscaping with grass, rose gardens and
decorative trees will have a suitable impact on
the protection and preservation of the
environment and will undoubted add to the
beauty of the parliament complex. Fountains
and a large basin are situated in front of the
main entrance, called the Water Body. Behind
the basin there is a long 2 % meters tall wall
with a waterfall, providing a wonderful view.
The waterfall will be enhanced at night by color
projectors. In hot summer time the basin and
waterfall has distinctive effect on the site’s
Micro Climate.



1
Main entrace to the Planery Hall
Lower House (Wolsi Jirga)

2
Inner corridor in both Houses are
the same
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The boundary wall of the new building
complex consists of a beautiful ornamental
and decorative 2500 meters long picket fence.
The longest boundary fence has 5 gates, two
for formal events, one for staff and visitors,
one for the service block and another for the
future residential complex. It is worthwhile to
mention that initially a 4 hectare (20 girib)
area was planned. Subsequently through the
efforts of H.E. Dipl. Eng. Pashtoon, former
Minister of the Urban Development Ministry,
this was increased to more than 45 hectares
(225 girib).

The building has too many details to be
discussed in this brief report. It is stated that
Indian and Afghan officials including the
author had a series of serious discussions in
Kabul and Delhi. Due to the professional
conduct of the author, responsible for the
project the future requirements of Afghanistan
have been incorporated in the prepared
program documents. The government of India
initially donated $25 million USD in aid for the
project which has increased to around $100
million USD. We greatly appreciate their aid.
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South east subsidiary entrance with a ramp for the handicapped leading to the ceremonial hall
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South entrance for the speaker of the lower House (Wolsi Jirga)

North West seperate entrance for the President
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View of the fountains, large basin and waterfall - The building in the background are the ruins of the historic palace of Dar-Ul-Aman.

Night view of the water fall light up with projectors
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In a formal event, the foundation of the New Afghan Parliament building complex was laid by Baba-e-
Millat King Zahir Shah in the presence of H.E. former Afghan President Hamid Karzai and H.E. former
Indian Prime Minister, Manmohan Singh during his visit to Kabul on the 29" of August 2005 (06-07-1384
HS). It should be remembered that H.E. former President Karzai, deeply cared about the reconstruction
of the country and specifically the Afghan Parliament Building. Despite his busy schedule he has taken
time on several occasions to meet with the H.E. former Urban Development Minister Pashtoon, myself
and the Indian ambassador to solve some of the concerns with this project.

The New Afghan Parliament Complex was Inaugurated and turned over for use on 25 December 2015
(04-10-1394 HS) by H.E. Dr. Ashraf Ghani, president of Afghanistan, and Narendra Modi, Prime
minister of India.

I, the author Dr. S.Sharif. Hossainy proudly attended all events and inaugurations.

Future Buildings:

A — Executive Block: (Administrative building). At the author’s insistence the architectural drawings of
the Executive Block were designed under the author’s direct supervision by architect Ahmad zia Hamid.
The Central Public Works Department (CPWD) in Delhi prepared the engineering and mechanical
drawings as well as the bill of quantity. As a result of discussions with the Indian authorities, they
agreed to provide aid for the construction of the 25000 square meters Executive Block. We greatly
appreciate their aid.

Executive Block designed in New Dehli - India

Executive Block (Administrative building) designed in Kabul

17



B — Mosque, with a capacity for 400 people.
C — Library with a capacity of one hundred thousand books.
D- Residents for VIP’s

E- Over 350 Residential apartments, to be built to high standards. Each apartment will have a capacity
of 6 bed rooms to be used by Lower House, members of parliament and senators. These apartments
will belong to the government of Afghanistan. Lower and Upper house members will use them only
when they are in office.

Author’s recommendation

The New Afghan Parliament Complex is now a historical monument with historical events. The Indian
Government spent the expenditure through their embassy and the CPWD- Central Public Works
Department, Kabul Office. I, Dr. S.Sharif Hossainy Senior Advisor to the Minister of Urban Development
and responsible for the design and construction of the New Parliament Complex and my team
supervised and maintained the quality control which was very precise, patriotic and loyal. Indeed this
New Afghan Parliament Complex is symbol of mutual cooperation between my beloved country
Afghanistan and India. It can be a pilot project and an example for other Afghan government projects in
the future.
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