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1. Bosworth, E. C. (1978). “The heritage of rulership”. Iranian Studies 11: 25 Excerpt:
“[Barskhan...]so named because in ancient times, one of the rulers of Persia had settled in
Turkestan and become a ruler there. He was called Parsi-khwan that is, one who is literate
in Persian, and this became contracted to Barskhan.”
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cient Persian elegance, during the ceremony of appointing the
Ghaznavids' crown prince. For example, they organized a cele-
bration of joy and wine, held poetry and music assembly, includ-
ing they patronized a poet. In the Ghaznavids dynasty, the crown
prince was also appointed like ancient Persia and they mourned
their demise in the same way. They were very generous towards
poets, scholars, and artists, giving them unlimited expensive
gifts. They called themselves King of Persia despite conquering
many territories and lands in the region. The Ghaznavids loved
Persian civilization, language, and culture as their ancestors' her-
itage. Surely, they considered the Turkic tribes as their enemies,
and uncivilized and uneducated people. Their hatred towards the
Turkic tribes was revealed verbally and practically. There are
many quotations from Sultan Mahmood and Sultan Masood in
which they called Turkic tribes their enemy and blamed them for
what they did. The kings, in their whole lives, fought to the end
to suppress them. As history shows most of Ghaznavid's conflicts
were against Turkic tribes.

The great Persianate, Persianism and anti-Turkism in the
Ghaznavid era demonstrate that The Ghaznavids Dynasty must
have been of Persian and Aryan descendants if culture is con-
sidered as their identity. They also must have been Persian due
to their background reaching Barskhan tribe through Sabuktigin
and Yazdgerd the Sassanid King.
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dren and ended up in the slave market. He was bought by Nasr
Chachi the trader during the era of Abdul Malik Samani from the
Tukhsian tribe and was sold again in Neishabour to Alpetgin Ha-
jib who was the warlord of Khorasan at that time. Alptigin later
included him in his personal guards. With his lightness, tact and
high intelligence, Sabuktigin was soon able to gain a name and
position in the Samanid court.

Sabuktigin married the daughter of Zabulistan's governor and
Mahmoud was born to them, who was known as Mahmood Za-
voli.

The Ghaznavid government's official language was Persian,
and its administrative structure modeled from the ancient Persia.
Of course, the Samanid government role to form this structure
cannot be ignored.The Ghaznavids continued the Eastern Re-
naissance that emerged during the Samanid period, and brought
it to excellence. Persian poems and literature reached the peak
of their richness in the Ghaznavid era. In this era, powerful and
great poets emerged in the history of Persian literature as well as
the great works were produced. The "Ode" format of poetry, one
of the high-capacity formats of poetry in Persian, in which many
Persian poets tested their talent, appeared and reached the peak
of maturity, in the Ghaznavid era.

The Ghaznavids decorated their court aiming ancient Persian
style and preferred Pishdadian and Kayanian Kings' administra-
tion. They put a great effort to celebrate glorious Aryan festivals.

All festivals, ceremonies, and performances took place in an an-
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Fragments of the book:

The Ghaznavid dynasty's rule begins with Sabuktigin and ends
with Khosraw Malek, was of Aryan origin and was mistakenly
considered Turks in the later chronicles. That is because Sabu-
katigin was captured and sold by the Turkic tribe and a Turkish
Samani slave bought him, and he served this Turkic master. The
only thing that was not taken into account in this determination
of identity was the identity of Sabuktigin himself and his family
and tribe.

Sabuktigin was from the Barskhan Vararud tribe. Barskhan
is referred to a tribe that was one of the relatives and survivors
of the Sassanid Yazdgerd in Merv. Because they spoke in Per-
sian and wrote in Persian, they became known as Parsikhan and
Parskhan, and the words Barskhan and Ba’rskhan are the trans-
formed words of Parskhan. This area (Barskhan) is now located
in Issyk-kul province of Kyrgyzstan.

One day, in a surprise attack by the Tukhsian tribe, Sabkatgin

was captured along with a large number of other women and chil-
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Research on the identity, history, and culture of Ghaznavids

Sayyed Noor Tahmasbi Khorasani
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