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Vartan Gregorian - The Emergence of Modern Afghanistan
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“The first major and concerted effortto reform Afganistan began after YAA+ when Abdur Rahman Khan, “the
Iron Amir”, ascended the Afghan throne.” (p.)¥4)
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»The Amir himself best described the situation: ,, Every priest, mullah and chief of every tribe and
village considered himself an independent King, and for about Y« + years past, the freedom and

independence of many these priests were never broken by theirsovereigns. The Mirs of Turkman,
The Mirs of Hazara, the chiefs of Ghilzai were all stronger than their Amirs.”
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